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	KEEPING RAINWATER FROM CARRYING HAZARDOUS MATERIALS DOWN A STORM DRAIN 

What You Can Do With Household Hazardous Waste:

Which products are hazardous?
· Automotive: Oil, transmission fluid, gasoline/diesel fuel
· Home improvement: Oil-based products, glue, rust remover
· Pesticides/weed killers
· Cleaners: Tub and tile, oven
· Other: nail polish, hair relaxer, mercury thermometer, alcohol-based lotion, prescription medication, aerosol cans
· Get more information
How do I store my products?
· Keep unused products in their original containers with their label intact.

· Keep all lids and caps on and tightly closed—store products inside dry, cool areas, away from kids and pets. 

· Only buy what you need and maintain a small inventory.

How do I dispose of my products?
· Never dump household hazardous waste down storm drains, sinks, or on the ground. Take them to a recycling location.

· Contact your local community or county for household hazardous waste collection options.

What alternatives can I use?
· Try using baking soda, white vinegar, and essential oils when cleaning your house. For example, sprinkle baking soda and vacuum to clean carpets. Spraying vinegar water is an easy way to clean windows.
What You Can Do About Storm Drains:

· Sweep extra fertilizer, grass clippings, and dirt on your driveway back onto your lawn 
· Hosing down your driveway sends these pollutants into storm drains that lead to lakes, streams, and beaches.

· Only allow rain to go down the drain 
· Never dump motor oil, chemicals, pet waste, leaves, dirty or soapy water, or anything else down the storm drain. All of these materials pollute our lakes and streams.

What You Can Do With Landscaping:

How can I maintain my lawn and garden while protecting our waterways?

· Go native 
· Select plants native to Central Valley. Native plants can better tolerate Central valley's climate, require less fertilizer and water, and are more disease resistant.

· Plant a rain garden 
· Use native plants in low areas where rainwater collects in your yard to trap, absorb, and filter stormwater.

· Diversify your plantings 
· Use a wide variety of plants to help control pests and minimize the need for pesticides.
· Place a thick layer of mulch (four inches) around trees and plants  

· This helps retain water, reduce weeds, and minimizes the need for pesticides.

· Plant a tree 
· Trees can provide many benefits, such as soaking up water, which improves your community's environment and quality of life. A typical, medium-sized tree can capture 2,380 gallons of rainwater per year.

· Rake it or leave it 
· Follow your community's leaf pick-up guidelines. Avoid raking leaves into storm drains or roadside ditches. Try mowing leaves into your lawn—they also make a good fertilizer!

· Use pesticides and herbicides sparingly 
· Limit application of these chemicals to problem areas only.

· Capture the rain 

· Use a rain barrel to water your plants. Do not forget to empty it when it is full.

What You Can Do About Pet Care:

How can I keep harmful bacteria out of our lakes, rivers, and beaches?

· Dispose of it promptly and properly 
· Whether in your yard or on a walk, promptly dispose of your pet's waste in the trash.

· Pick up before lawn watering 
· Pick up after your pets before watering your yard or cleaning patios or driveways. Do not use a hose to clean pet waste off driveways or sidewalks.

· Share the message 

· When at a park, community meeting, or talking with your friends, spread the word about the positive impact picking up after your pet can have on water quality.

	SCHEDULE OF MHCSD EVENTS

Board meetings and committee meetings are held in the Board Room at the Town Hall office. For class and event locations, please see below. If you would like additional information on the classes or events, please contact Angel Lamb at alamb@sjgov.org. Sign up on  mountainhousecsd.org to receive updates on events and news.

Farmers' Market 
Date: Every Sunday

Time:  9:00a - 1:30p
Location: Town Hall Parking Lot
For more information, please email Angel Lamb at alamb@sjgov.org 
MHCSD Board of Directors Meeting
Date: Wednesday, September 8, 2021
Time:  7:00 pm
Location: Town Hall Boardroom
Youth Action Committee Meeting

Date:  Tuesday, September 14, 2021
Time:  7:00 pm 

For more information, please contact 

Director Tingle at btingle@sjgov.org
Music in the Park

Date: Saturday, September 25, 2021 
Time:  5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Location: Central Community Park

OFFICE CLOSURE
Please note the Mountain House Community Services Offices will be closed on the following dates:

· Monday, September 6, 2021

PARK HOURS
All parks located in the Mountain House Community Services District are opened daily from Dawn to Dusk. The tennis courts and basketball courts in Central Community Park are available after hours since there is ample lighting. 

STAGE 3 WATER SHORTAGE EMERGENCY 
Due to the ongoing drought issues, we must return to a Stage 3 Water Shortage Emergency. This means that we would like all residents to immediately begin reducing your water consumption by 20% from last year. If you have already been conserving water and your usage is at 120 gallons per day or less, there is no need to lower your amount. If your residential status has changed from the previous year, i.e., additional family members have moved in or you have a new home (renter or buyer) with no history, you can submit a Request for an increase. 
We are also asking all residents to follow the Yard Watering schedule. 

YARD WATERING SCHEDULE
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SUGGESTIONS FOR PEST CONTROLS
· Consider using less toxic alternative products.

· Read and follow the recommended application directions on the product label.

· Do not use pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer if rain is expected. Apply only when wind speeds are low (less than 5 mph).

· Do not mix or prepare pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer for application near storm drains.

· Prepare the minimum amount of pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer needed for the job and use the lowest rate to control the issues effectively.

· Employ techniques to minimize off-target application (e.g., spray drift) of pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer, including alternative application techniques.

· Sweep pavement and sidewalk if pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer is spilled or overspread on these surfaces.

· Purchase only the amount of pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer you can reasonably use in a given period (month or year depending on the product).

· Triple rinse containers, and use rinse water as a product.

· Dispose of unused pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer as hazardous waste.
· Dispose of empty pesticide/herbicide/fertilizer containers according to the instructions on the container label.
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